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Are you invested in training up the 
next generation of public Christians?
Is it your passion to give young 
Christians confidence in their faith?
Masterclass, run by Bible Society Australia, is a one-day event  
for Christian students in years 9-12 of high school. The goal of 
Masterclass is to inspire, stretch and encourage the next generation  
of believers.

"that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth 
of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best…” 
Philippians 1:9

Three highly engaging speakers present on a variety of topics, with  
a threefold goal based on Paul’s prayer above:

• Foundational teaching to build the students’ confidence in 
the bible with evidence for the truths of the Christian faith;

• Missional teaching to encourage young Christians to live 
out their faith in their schools, churches, communities and 
homes; and

• Topical teaching to explore contemporary issues of faith 
and culture from a biblical prospective.

“Masterclass aims to challenge students on what they 
believe, why they believe it, and how this intersects with 
their world.” – Past attendee of Masterclass



If you are a principal, teacher, chaplain, youth 
leader or parent, Bible Society is asking you to 
invite students who would benefit from a day to 
invest in their spiritual development. Masterclass 
will better prepare them to be public Christians 
who have confidence within their schools and 
community.

There is no limit to the size of your group. 
Book this date with your school and 
register your student and teacher numbers 
at www.masterclass.org.au.
Contact Gayle Baikie for any enquiries  
at  masterclass@biblesociety.org.au  
or 02 9870 5636

“My students loved it, found every talk helpful and relevant for their Christian faith and expression of it in their lives and at school. 
Encouraging to see so many other Christian students!”  

– Past attendee of Masterclass

SPEAKERS AND TOPICS

thebridge.smbc.edu.au crusaders.edu.au

Masterclass Partners

Natasha  
Moore 
Topical 

Natasha Moore is a Research Fellow at 
the Centre for Public Christianity (CPX), 
which exists to engage the public with a 
clear and compelling picture of the 
Christian faith. She studied languages at 
the University of Sydney, and did her PhD 
in English Literature at the University of 
Cambridge. 

Natasha has written a book on Victorian 
poetry, and edited one called 10 Tips for 
Atheists … and other conversations in 
faith and culture. She’s written for the 
mainstream media on topics that include 
books, movies, politics, food, domestic 
violence, Scripture in schools, war, 
Thanksgiving, and (of course) freedom of 
speech.

Am I a bigot? Tolerance and 
the lost art of free speech.
Abstract: Some say millennials are the 
most tolerant generation ever. They are 
fiercely for justice and equality; they 
care about the marginalised. But as 
they come of age, we’re also seeing a 
growing intolerance of disagreement. 
Looking at student culture, same-
sex marriage, how to be right (and 
how to be wrong), and the nature of 
God, Natasha will make a case for the 
importance of freedom of speech – 
and why millennials will need to fight 
for it. Young Christians have a unique 
opportunity to model what it means to 
disagree and to love at the same time.

Richard  
Shumack
Missional 

Richard is a Christian philosopher 
specialising in belief. He is interested in 
how and why people believe what they do 
– especially about God. He has lived and 
worked among Muslim communities in 
Australia and overseas. 

Richard is a research fellow at the Centre 
for Public Christianity and the Director of 
Melbourne School of Theology’s Islamic 
Studies programme. He speaks on 
Christian engagement with Islam at 
schools, universities and seminaries. 

Richard lives in Sydney with his wife, Judy, 
and their four boys. He loves eating curry, 
playing and coaching AFL football, and 
loves and hates golf.

What is true Islam, and who 
is my Muslim neighbour?
Abstract: Islam is no longer a distant, 
foreign faith in Australia. All of us have 
Muslim friends, classmates and sporting 
teammates. But what do they believe? 
The media sends us very mixed messages 
about this, being full of stories about 
Muslim terrorism on one hand, and 
Islamophobia on the other. Some say 
that Islam is inherently violent; others 
that it is peaceful. Which is true? This 
session explains the basic beliefs of 
Muslims and why you shouldn’t be scared 
of your Muslim neighbour, and why it 
is super-easy to talk to Muslim friends 
about Jesus.

Rory 
Shiner
Foundational

Rory has lived most of his life in Perth. He 
is married to Susan and they have four 
boys. He studied Arts at the University of 
Western Australia, theology at Moore 
College, and has just completed his PhD 
in ancient history at Macquarie University. 
He is currently the Senior Pastor of 
Providence Church – a church committed 
to ministry and outreach in the Perth CBD 
and inner suburbs. He has represented 
the Christian faith in public dialogues 
with Jewish Rabbis, Hindus and atheists. 
He enjoys writing, and has written books 
on Union with Christ and on the 
Resurrection of Jesus.

The resurrection of Jesus 
and history: What can we 
know? 
Abstract: What sort of claim is the 
assertion that Jesus Christ rose from 
the dead? Is that a religious claim? It 
is a personal claim? Is it something 
that Christians believe “by faith” and 
all other people can safely ignore? On 
what basis do some people believe 
that is true, while others believe it is 
false? In this talk, Rory Shiner will take 
us through the historical evidence 
around the resurrection of Jesus. He 
will explore what history and historians 
can and cannot say about the claim that 
Jesus rose from the dead.


