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2018 Are you invested in training up the 

next generation of public Christians?
Is it your passion to give young 
Christians confidence in their faith?
Masterclass, run by Bible Society Australia, is a one-day event  
for Christian students in years 9-12 of high school. The goal of 
Masterclass is to inspire, stretch and encourage the next generation  
of believers.

"that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth 
of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best…” 
Philippians 1:9

Three highly engaging speakers present on a variety of topics, with  
a threefold goal based on Paul’s prayer above:

• Foundational teaching to build the students’ confidence in 
the bible with evidence for the truths of the Christian faith;

• Missional teaching to encourage young Christians to live 
out their faith in their schools, churches, communities and 
homes; and

• Topical teaching to explore contemporary issues of faith 
and culture from a biblical prospective.

“Masterclass aims to challenge students on what they 
believe, why they believe it, and how this intersects with 
their world.” – Past attendee of Masterclass



If you are a principal, teacher, chaplain, youth 
leader or parent, Bible Society is asking you to 
invite students who would benefit from a day to 
invest in their spiritual development. Masterclass 
will better prepare them to be public Christians 
who have confidence within their schools and 
community.

thebridge.smbc.edu.au crusaders.edu.au

There is no limit to the size of your group. 
Book this date with your school and 
register your student and teacher numbers 
at www.masterclass.org.au.
Contact Gayle Baikie for any enquiries  
at  masterclass@biblesociety.org.au  
or 02 9870 5636

“My students loved it, found every talk helpful and relevant for their Christian faith and expression of it in their lives and at school. 
Encouraging to see so many other Christian students!”  

– Past attendee of Masterclass

Masterclass Partners

Dan 
Paterson 
Foundational

Dan Paterson is a speaker with Ravi 
Zacharias International Ministries (RZIM) 
based in Brisbane. He has a driving 
passion to help sceptics and spiritual 
seekers make sense of the Christian faith. 

Dan completed degrees in ministry and 
theology in Australia, as well as RZIM’s 
Christian apologetics course at Oxford. In 
2015 Dan was invited to join RZIM as its 
national director in Australia and he now 
speaks regularly on life’s biggest 
questions and popular objections to the 
Christian faith. 

Dan is married to Erin and have two 
adorable young both – Josiah and 
Zachariah. He loves reading, coffee, 
movies, the outdoors, and Australian 
Rules Football.

Has science buried God?
Abstract: There is a strong subconscious 
belief in our culture that science has 
buried God. Some claim that Christianity 
has been an anti-scientific force in the 
world. Strong voices in the scientific 
community like Richard Dawkins and 
Stephen Hawking are convinced that 
science and God simply do not mix.

So are they right? Does science make 
more sense in a Christian world or in an 
atheistic world?  Do the discoveries of 
science point towards or away from a 
Creator? Is science even the right tool to 
adjudicate on the God question?

Patricia  
Weerakoon 
Topical

Trained in Medicine (Sri Lanka) and 
Sexology (Hawaii), Patricia is an honorary 
senior lecturer with Sydney University. She 
has more than 30 years of experience as a 
sex educator, researcher and therapist in 
the US, Sri Lanka and Australia. 

After a career as Director of a graduate 
programme in sexual health at the 
University of Sydney, she retired in 2012 to 
pursue her passion for writing and public 
speaking. These bring together her 
enthusiasm for sex and her love for the 
glory of God. Patricia regularly holds 
seminars at schools, churches and 
conferences, sharing her passion for 
sexual health.

Sex: What has God got to  
do with it?
Abstract: The world challenges you to 
consume and do whatever feels good 
to you. Sex is a commodity to be shared 
at the swipe on your IPhone and viewed 
on explicit porn sites. What makes you 
vulnerable to the peer pressure of your 
generation? Does God have anything 
to say about sex? Is it possible to live a 
countercultural lifestyle and be happy? 
Explore the challenges of living in a 
super-sexualised cyber world. Come and 
be challenged as Patricia explores God’s 
plan for sex and relationships.

Richard  
Shumack
Missional

Richard is a Christian philosopher 
specialising in belief. He is interested in 
how and why people believe what they 
do – especially about God. He has lived 
and worked among Muslim communities 
in Australia and overseas. 

Richard is a research fellow at the Centre 
for Public Christianity and the Director of 
Melbourne School of Theology’s Islamic 
Studies programme. He speaks on 
Christian engagement with Islam at 
schools, universities and seminaries. 

Richard lives in Sydney with his wife, 
Judy, and their four boys. He loves eating 
curry, playing and coaching AFL football, 
and loves and hates golf.

What is true Islam, and who 
is my Muslim neighbour?
Abstract: Islam is no longer a distant, 
foreign faith in Australia. All of us 
have Muslim friends, classmates and 
sporting teammates. But what do 
they believe? The media sends us very 
mixed messages about this, being full 
of stories about Muslim terrorism on 
one hand, and Islamophobia on the 
other. Some say that Islam is inherently 
violent; others that it is peaceful. 
Which is true? This session explains 
the basic beliefs of Muslims and why 
you shouldn’t be scared of your Muslim 
neighbour, and why it is super-easy to 
talk to Muslim friends about Jesus.
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